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Table 1. Some biological parameters of the parasitoid
Aphytis melinus Debach when reared on Aspidiotus nerii
Bouché under laboratory conditions.
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Abstract
Basheer, M.A., L. Aslan, A. Al-Refa'a, A. Abou Al-Sel, A. Saleh and F. Abdul Razaq. 2014. Some biological
characteristics of the parasitoid Aphytis melinus Debach, reared on the oleander scale insect, Aspidiotus nerii Bouche.
Arab Journal of Plant Protection, 32(2): 147-151.

A study on some biological characteristics of the parasitoid Aphytis melinus Debach (Hymenoptera: Aphelinidae), reared on
the oleander scale insect, Aspidiotus nerii Bouché under laboratory conditions was conducted at the Biological Control Research
and Studies Center, Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University, Syria during the 2010 season. The study showed that the mean number of
eggs laid by the female was 65.4. Ovipositional period lasted 11-15 days. The highest number of eggs was laid on the seventh day and
the lowest number of eggs was laid on the fifteenth day. The average period of parasitoid development from the egg until the adult was 24.06
days, and the length of the egg and larva period was 13.6 days, the average duration of pupal stage was 8.6 days at temperature of 25+2°C,
RH 65+5%, and 16 hr light: 8 hr darkness photoperiod.
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