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Table 1. Feeding preference of Scolothrips sexmaculatus on different stages of Teranychus urticae.
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LSD at P=0.05 for the predator (a) = 2.13, for the prey (b) = 1.65 and for the interaction (a x b) = 2.13
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Table 2. Consumption time of Scolothrips sexmaculatus on different stages of Teranychus urticae.
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LSD at P=0.05 for the predator stage (a) = 1.74, for the prey stage (b) = 0.46 and for the interaction (a x b) = 1.92
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Table 3. Influence of prey stages on development time for immature stages of Scolothrips sexmaculatus.
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Table 4. Influence of prey stages on some biological and reproduction characteristics of Scolothrips sexmaculatus.
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Abstract
Al-Dahwi, S.S.J., S.H. Sameer and A.A. Ali. 2012. Feeding Preference and the Influence of Prey Stage of Tetranychus
urticae Koch on Consumption Time and Some Biological Characteristics of Scolothrips sexmaculatus (Perg.). Arab
Journal of Plant Protection, 30: 23-29.

The sex spotted thrips Scolothrips sexmaculatus (Perg.) (Thysanoptera: Thripidae) is considered as an effective predator against small
insects and spider mites. Several laboratory studies were conducted to evaluate the feeding preference of this predator for the different stages
of the two spotted spider mite Teranychus urticae Koch. The influence of mite stages on some biological characteristics and consumption
time of the predator were also investigated. Results showed that the predator larvae preferred spider mite eggs for feeding and development
followed by spider mite larvae and nymphs, whereas mite adults were the least preferred host by the predator larvae. Females of the predator
preferred feeding on mite larvae , followed by eggs and adults, whereas mite nymphs were the least preferable by the adult females. The
predator males followed the same trend as that of larvae in their feeding preference. Time of prey consumption was reduced as predator
larvae increased in size and was increased with the progress of mite developmental stages. Results also indicated that the typeof food had
significant influence on larvae development and adult performance of Scolothrips sexmacultus. The best larvae performance was obtained
when fed on mixed diet of all mite stages. Mean larvae development time and percent survival were 7.2 and 93.1%, respectively. The longest
duration and lowest survival rate were respectively 11.3 and 82.7% recorded for individuals fed on combination of eggs and adults mite.
Adults longevity and females fecundity were improved when the predator fed on mixed food of all mite stages.

Keywords: Spider mites, predacious thrips, cotton, Iraqg, Scolothrips sexmaculatus.
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