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Abstract.

Masri, H., M. Zakluta and O.F. Mamluk. 1983. The spread of Cuscuta on alfalfa in Syria.

Arab J. PL. Prot. 1: 70 - 73

Due to the wide spreading of Cuscuta spp. on alfalfa
and many summer vegetable crops in all agricultural
areas of Syria, the main alfalfa growing area in Syria (the
Ghouta of Damascus) was surveyed through intensive
field visits in 1978, 1981 and 1982. Location of infested
alfalfa fields and the severity of their infestation were
reported. Results of this survey showed that up till 1981,
the Western part of Ghouta was still the only area where
most of the fields were free from Cuscuta. However, in

1982 the whole Ghouta was found to be thouroughly
infested. To highlight the importance of Cuscuta distri-
bution and its dissemination with alfalfa seed, 24 sam-
ples of alfalfa seeds from merchants and farmers were
analyzed. It was found that 42% of these samples were
contaminated with Cuscuta seeds. The percentage con-
tamination ranged from 0.1% to 27%. The results of this
study were discussed and recommendations were made in
order to limit the spread of this serious parasite.
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