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Abstract

Hammad, S.M., Higazi, E.A. Sabry and M.M. Ramadan. 1983. Field observations on the
entomophagous agents in the natural ecosystem of the western desert of Egypt. Arab J. PI.

Prot. 1: 79 - 84

The role of birds, spiders, pseudoscorpions and
entomophagous insects (parasites and predators) as bio-
logical control agents on the insect population of two
different locations in the western desert of Egypt was
studied in 1977. These two locations are Gharbaniat
(sand dune along the sea coast, 52 km west of Alexan-
dria) and Omayed (an inland depression, 85 km. West of
Alexandria). At Omayed, the birds restricted their acti-
vities to the snails, while at Gharbaniat, the birds fed
mainly upon coleopterous and orthopterous insects as

well as on lizards. Regarding the predatory arthropods,
the two investigated sites were characterized by the pre-
sence of certain species of ant and aphid lions, dipterous
insects, carabid and coccinellid beetles, hemipterous
bugs, spiders and pseudoscorpions. The percentages of
parasitism of the lepidopterous and coleopterous larvae
attacking Asphodelus and Lygos plants were rather high
during March (22.2%) and May (77.77%). The parasi-
toid species belonged mainly to Hymenoptera (Oraco-
nidae and chalcidae) and Diptera (Tachinidae).
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