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Table 1 - Body length and width, length of legs and dorsal setae and distances between their bases of different adult

stages ot Tydeus californicus (Banks), (microns).
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Body length
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Body width
160 224 269 SVt b
Length of leg |
128 160 237 Gl s
Length of leg 2
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. Length of leg 3
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Length of leg 4
13-16 19-22 24-28 Ll 3y el 2N b
Length of dorsal tactile setae
24 28 32 Lo 15N
Length of sensories
Ll OLEN aelg Ly Sl
Distances between dorsal setal bases
13 18 20 Pl - Pl
40 78 88 P2 - P2
77 143 192 P3 - P3
29 49 70 S -8
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Fig 1. Tvdeus californicus (Banks). (A) non-gravid female. (B) dia-
grammatic representation of gravid female « The setae are indicated
by the circles». (P) propodosomals. (S) Sensories, (D) Dorsocentrals,
(L) Dorsolaterals. (e) eggs.
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Fig 2. Tydeus californicus (Banks). (A,B) Genido-anal region. (A)
non-gravid female. (B) Gravid female. (ag) aggenital setae. (ge)
genital setae. (a) anal setae. (C) aegeagus. (D) Palpus. (E) Gnatho-
soma. (F) Idiosoma. (md) movable cheliceral digit. (CPC) podoce-
phalic canal.
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Fig 3. Legs of Tvdeus californicus (Banks).
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Fig 5. Feeding relations between Tvdeus californicus (Banks) apples,

rosy aphid and Plantago sp.
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Abstract

Bayan, A. 1984. Morphological variations and feeding habits of Tydeus californicus (Banks), (Tydeidae: Actinedida:
Acari) on apples in Lebanon. Arab J. of PI. Prot. 2: 87 - 94

This is the first time that the mite Tydeus californicus
(Banks) is reported in Lebanon and the different adult
stages are described here. There are morphological
variations between gravid and non-gravid females as
length and width, shape of the genital aperture, length
of Legs and setae and the distances between their bases:
there is a direct relation between the variation in the
length of setae and the distances between their bases
and the variation in the length and width of the body.
The development of the mite was studied both in the
laboratory and in the field. Larval and protonymphal
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