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A tota of 150 dfdfa and 12 fenugreek samples with
symptoms suggestive of virus infection (yellowing, stunting,
mottling) were collected from Yemen during September 2004.
These samples were tested by tissue-blot immunoassay procedure
(1) using the following antisera; four monoclona antibodies for
Faba bean necrotic yellows virus (FBNYV) (Provided by A.
Franz, BBA, Braunschweig, Germany) (3), Bean leaf roll virus
(BLRV, 4B10) (Provided by L. Katul, BBA, Braunschweig,
Germany) (4), Soybean dwarf virus (SbDV, ATCC PVAS-650)
and Beet western yellows virus (BWYV, from Agdia, USA); and
nine polyclona antibodies for Alfalfa mosaic virus (AMV), Bean
yellow mosaic virus (BYMV), Broad bean mottle virus (BBMV),
Broad bean stain virus (BBSV), Broad bean true mosaic virus
(BBTMV), Broad bean wilt mosaic virus (BBWYV), Chickpea
chlorotic dwarf virus (CpCDV), Cucumber mosaic virus (CMV)
and Pea seed-borne mosaic virus (PSbMV) (Provided by the
Virology Lab of ICARDA). Serological tests of afalfa samples
indicated that AMV was the most common; it was detected in 95
samples out of 150 samples tested, followed by FBNYV (20
samples), BYMV (17 samples), BLRV (5 samples) and BWYV (2
samples). Whereas, only BWYV and BLRV were detected in 8
and 3 samples on fenugreek, respectively. All samples were
negative to BBMV, BBSV, BBTMV, BBWV, CMV, CpCDV,
PSbMV and ShDV. Fenugreek and alfalfa are very important food
and feed crops in Yemen, respectively, and farmers planted these
crops in small areas between food legume fields. Furthermore, all
viruses detected in this study are aphid-transmitted. Accordingly,
these crops can play an important role as an inoculum source to
disseminate viruses to food legume crops. In Yemen, AMV,
FBNYV, BYMV and BLRV have previously been reported on
faba bean (2), but this is the first report of natura infection of
afalfawith FBNYV, BYMV, BLRV and BWYV; and fenugreek
with BLRV and BWYV in Yemen. In addition, this is the first
report of BWYV infecting legume cropsin Y emen.
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