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Mole-rat ( Spalax leucodon Nordman) is a major pest of
alfalfa crops. Field studies were conducted in 1983,2 1984, to
evaluate some aspects of alfalfa cultivation under sup-
plementary irrigation in the semi-arid zones of the Middle
East, as well as of to estimate mole-rat damage to the first
four cuts of the crop in the establishment year. Crop losses

caused by mole-rats amounted to 14 metric tons of green
matter / hectar or about 42%; the damage is

caused by cutting seedling roots during burrowing and by
eating plants and roots. Damaged plants grew slowly for
about four months before recovering. Damage of the culti-
vars Moapa (U.S.A.), Paravivo (Australia) and Local
Lebanese (Lebanon) ranged from37"h to 47'h higher on the
second cut. Control of mole-rat by experienced catchers was
very expensive and cost about 38.5 Syrian Pounds (about
6$).
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