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Table 1. Preliminary biochemical tests of P. syringae pv.
savastanoi 1solated from the Moroccan olive trees.
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Abstract

Benjama, A.. Preliminary studies on olive knot caused by Pseudomonas syringae pv. savastanoiin Morocco. Arab J. PL. Prot. 5:

67 - 69.

Olive knot caused by Pseudomonas syringae pv. savasta-
not occurs in all the Mediterranean basin. United States and
Middle East. In Morocco. the disease was reported in 1960 in
the Meknes region. Since then. olive knot is reported to
occur in all areas of Morocco.

The pathogen has been isolated and identified as Pseudo-
monas syringae pv. savastanoi. The bacterial population
appears to be heterogenous biochemically (4 biovars) and
pathogenically when inoculated artificially to host at the con-

centration of 10” bacterial cells /ml per isolate (140 isolates
were tested). The inoculum used was obtained from the
tumors and never from twigs (external or vascular), leaves or
fruits. Not all the varieties in the national collection planted
at the [LN.R.A. station of Ain Taoujdate near Meknes were
infected. Some varieties produced less svmptoms., and others
were completely immune. This observation is to be exploited
in future studies.

Additional key words: olive . bacterial knot. Morocco
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