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Rhyncaphytoptus ficifoliae (K.)

(Acariformes: Rhyncaphytoptidae)
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Figure 1. Population density of adults of the fig leaf mite, Rhyn-
caphytoptus ficifoliae on fig trees for the years 85, 86, 1987.
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Figure 2. Population density of nymphs of the fig leaf mite, Rhyn-

caphytoptus ficifoliae on fig trees for the years 85, 86, 1987.
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166 0 37.9 17.0 155 0 73.2 15.9 186 0 51.3 16.4 4/6
51 0 36.9 20.7 7.9 0 77.3 18.2 179 0 52.5 18.7 413
79 0 40.9 178.9 18 0 74.5 18.2 37 0 58.9 18.5 4,20
19 0 37.4 15.9 101 0 47.5 20.7 39 0 51.3 19.4 4 /27
166 0 25.6 19.9 174 0 53.2 214 45 0 47.9 21.9 5/4
294 0 27.6 23.4 244 0 54.4 21.2 72 0 48.9 21.3 5/11
803 0 29.2 229 392 1 37.0 22,5 231 2 44.7 19.7 5/18
1922 6 19.3 27.0 675 0 32.7 24.4 640 0 34.7 23.8 5/25
4302 16 19.2 25.6 1215 3 18.5 26.1 1153 6 54.9 26.2 6/1
5954 13 18.6 27.4 2193 5 13.2 27.7 2613 11 42.7 28.1 6/8
9658 9 20.2 27.5 3040 9 25.6 30.5 4246 9 30.9 28.8 6/15
6155 12 13.1 31.7 3919 11 26.2 29.8 6453 14 324 29.0 6/22
3544 15 11.1 325 5733 14 25.0 30.7 6115 8 21.4 31.1 6/29
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1238 24 31.3 335 2232 7 18.2 35.8 2861 11 25.7 323 7/20
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1009 10 31.7 30.3 821 0 17.3 33.8 1161 0 62.5 31.9 8 /24
791 7 45.4 28.8 701 0 32 35.0 1084 0 47.5 327 8/31
627 3 36.0 29.6 639 0 19.2 33.5 917 0 51.3 31.3 9/7
538 0 48.2 29.0 566 0 16.3 33.0 741 0 4.7 31.5 9/14
520 0 46.4 26.6 521 0 19.0 31.0 571 0 31.6 30.1 9 /21
252 4 375 25.6 432 0 20.0 30.0 601 0 29.5 29.2 9 /28
250 0 29.0 247 301 0 25.3 26.0 600 0 25.1 25.2 10 /5
231 0 56.9 18.5 221 0 26.7 24.7 433 0 26.9 23.4 10/12
197 0 51.7 19.2 0 0 25.0 23.2 263 0 25.7 21.8 10/19
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Table 1. Numbers of secondary females during the over-
wintering period of the years 85, 86, and 1987.
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Abstract

Al-Mallah, N. M. and M. A. Mohammad. 1989. Biology of the fig leaf mite,

Rhyncaphytoptus ficifoliaeg(K). (Acariformes:

Rhyncaphytoptidae)and the testing efficacy of sampling technique used in ecological study. Arab. J. Pl. Prot. 7:23 - 29.

This study was conducted at the College of Agriculture
and Forestry, University of Mosul. during the years 1985 -
- 1987. Mites started to appear on the leaflets of fig trees in
early April and reached their peak at the third and fourth
week of June for two successive vears. respectively. The
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density then decreased gradually and disappeared complete-
ly at the second and third week of October. There was a
significant and positive correlation between temperature.
predators and mites density, and significant but negative cor-
relation with relative humidity. Biological studies showed



that the fig leaf mite overwinters as a deutogyne female be-
tween bark crevices and under the harden milky layer
formed at the place of fallen leaves. In late March and early
April the deutogynes started migration to the newly leaves
for laying eggs. The hatching nymphs produce males and

protogyne femals which mate and lay eggs. Before the leaves
fall deutogynes start to appear again for overwintering. This
study showed that the sample should include leaves from
the different direction of the tree.
Key words: fig leaf mite (Rhyncaphytoptus ficifoliae).biolo-
gical and ecological studies, Iraq.
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