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Agonoscena targionii

(Licht.) (Psyllidae, Homoptera)
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Table 1. Field survey of A. targionii at certain regions of
Ninevah Governorate, Iraq.
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0 0 0 0 90 20 85 15 6 /5 / 1988 1
0 0 0 0 118 40 104 35 21/5/1988 2
50 30 9 5 145 37 57 54 6 /6 /1988 3
220 17 34 14 230 62 95 47 21 /6 /1988 4
25 12 44 17 942 65 39 20 5 /7 /1988 5
18 8 85 25 1250 78 4 3 20 /7 /1988 6
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Figure 1. Mean population densities of pistachio psyllid eggs and

nymphs together with certain weather factors and parasitism percen-
tage during the activity season of 1987.
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Table 2. Effect of certain irrigation intervals on the populations of the A. targionii
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17 30 92 100 123 198 23 /6 /1988 1
35 17 118 134 149 153 30 /6 /1988 2
37 56 109 30 170 167 7 /7 /1988 3
21 47 67 4 43 35 14 /7 /1988 4
15 45 55 0 38 40 21 /7 /1988 5
125 195 441 278 525 593 Total
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Abstract
Mohammed, M.A., and A.I. Sheet. 1989. Ecological study on the pistachio psyllid (Agonoscena targionii) (Licht.)(Homoptera,

Psyllidae) in Mosul region, Iraq. Arab. J.Pl. Prot. 7: 138 - 142.

An ecological study on the pistachio psyllid, Agonoscena
targionii (Licht.) (Psyllidae, Homoptera) was conducted in
Ninevah Governorate, Iraq during 87 and 1988. The percen-
tage of infestation varied from one region to another within
the Governorate and was relatively higher at the Governo-
rate centre (78%), while it was (54%) in Hammam Al-Alil,
(30%) in Aski Mosul and (25%) in Homaidate regions. The
pest occurred between the 2nd week of May and the end of
October with peak abundance during the 4th week of
September then overwintered as adult under bark and in
crevecies of pistachio trees for the forthcoming 6 months

from the end of October to the end of April. The 4th and 5th
instar nymphs were attacked by an endoparasite belonging to
the family Ceratopogonidae (Diptera). Rate of parasitism
ranged 1.2 - 15.9%.Irrigation intervals for pistachio seedl-
ings affected clearly and significantly the population density
of nymphs than eggs. Average of nymphs number at irriga-
tion every 3 days was 88.2 /10 leaves, while it was 39 and 25
nymphs /10 leaves at irrigation every 5 and 7 days respective-
ly. At the same periods of irrigation, average of eggs number
were 118.6, 105 and 55.6 egg /10 leaves, respectively.

Key words: ecological study, pistachio psyllid, Iraq.
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