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Abstract
Zayed, A. and M. Maayouf.1989.First record of soft rot on imported potato varieties in Great Libyan Jamahiriya. Arab J. Pl

Prot.7: 172-173,

Potato (Solanum tuberosum L.) is one of the major agri-
cultural crops in Libya. Important quantity of potato seeds
are imported each year. This experiment has been conducted
to check the occurrence of Erwinia soft rot bacteria on seeds
of six imported potato varieties: Merka, Bright, Diament,
Lanzer, Escort, Cardinal. Results showed that tubers of Lan-
zer variety were contaminated with soft rot pathogen identi-

fied as Erwinia carotovora ssp. carotovora. This is the first
report of the bacterium on potato in the Great Libyan Jama-
hiriya. It indicates the possibility of introduction of new
pathogens to the Great Jamahiriya through contaminated
imported potato seeds. Necessary measures must be taken to
prevent the introduction of contaminated potato seeds.
Key words: potato, soft rot (Erwinia carotovora), Libya.
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