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Figure 2. Inflorescence of Lactuca serriola L. plant infected (left)
and healthy (right).
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Figure 3. Mycoplasma - like organisms in the sieve element of Lac-
tuca serriola 1.. (50000X)
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Figure 1. Lactuca serriola L. plants infected (left) and healthy
(right).
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Figure 5. Aster subulatus Michx. plant with phyllody symptoms
(right) and healthy (left).
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Figure 4. Mycoplasma - like organisms near the phloem sieve plate

of Lactuca serriola L. (25000 X).
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Abstract

Al-Rawi, F.A; Al-Ani, R.A. and Jergice, M.M. 1990. Mycoplasma - Like Organisms associated with  Lactuca serriolaL.

Phyllody in Iraq. Arab J. Pl. Prot. 8 (1): 45 - 48.

A Phyllody disease of a weed plant (Lactuca serriolaL.) is
reported from Iraq. Disease symptoms included. excessive
proliferation of axillary and apical shoots. shortened inter-
nodes, stunted growth, and the transformation of most or all
the flowers into green leaflike structures with little or no

seeds formed. Transmission electron microscope examina-
tion revealed mycoplasma-like organisma (MLO) in the
sieve elements of diseased plants but not in healthy plants.
Virus particles were not observed.

Key words: Phyllody. wild lettuce. Mycoplasma, Irad.
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