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Abstract

Affi, F.M.L. and I.I. Mesbah. llD0. Edonomic threshold of infestation with the cotton leaf-worm, Spodoptera fittonlis
(BOISD.) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae), in cotton fields in Egypt. 1 - Food consumption of larva. Arab J. Pl. Prot.E(2):96 - lfi).

1.1th. day of larval [ife, then decreased to 245 mg. shorthly

before pupation. Laroal weight increased in proportion to
instars. Food consumption, from hatching until pupation,

was 5.3 g. of leav ed Larua or 2U cm2leaf areaf larva. About
25Vo , 25Vo and 50Vo of food consumption by weight was

consumed during the Lst.- 4th., 5th. and 6th. larval instars,

respectively. Areawise, 2lVo, 25Vo and 54Vo of leaf con-

sumption occurred during the Lst. -4th,5th. and 6th., instars,

respectively.

Key words: food consumption, cotton leaf-worm, Egypt.

Food consumption of the larva of the cotton leaf-wonn,

Spodoptera littoralb (BOISD.) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae)

was studied, using cotton plant leaves as larval food, under

optimum laboratory conditions of 27 +1. Co., and 75+ 5Vo R.

FI. The means of larval weight (mg.), change of larval weight

(mg.), weight of consumed plant leaves (mg.) and area of

consumed plant leaves (--.') were determined for every

day of larval duration, each larval instar and total larval

period. Larval weight was 0.170 mg. immediately after

hatching, and increased to a maximum of 486mg. on the
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