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Abstract

ADu Salih, H.S., Y.A. Abou{awdah, M.N. Nounawar and W.A. Shougeidef. 1D1. Studiec on the yellowing dioeece ofwatermelon

inJlzan. Areb J. Pt. hot. 9 (llz27 - 31.

Watermelon cultivation and production were drastically

reduced in Gizan-Saudi Arabia - due to a severe disease

called locally (Watermelon yellowing) characterized by leaf
mottling followed by general chlorosis of large areas of the
leaves which may result in complete loss of yield. Preliminary
results indicated that the disease is transmitted by the whitefly
Bemisia tabacr but not mechanically or by aphids. None of the
17 Watermelon CVS. tested proved to be resistant or tolerant
to the disease. Incidence of the disease was markedly

affected by sowing dates with June and July sowings show-
ing the lowest incidence of the disease. Chemical control of
the vector by soil incorporation of carbofuran at planting
and 2 and 3 weeks later, coupled by weekly insecticide
sprays gave in 2 out of 3 trials a marked reduction in disease

incidence.

Key words: Gizan, Insecticides, Saudi Arabia, Watermelon,
Whitefly transmission, Yellowing.
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