YOUR INSTITUTE OR COMPANY

IS INVITED TO JOIN THESE LEADERS

= International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA),
Aleppo, Syria.
- Food and Agriculture Orzanization (FAO).
Arab Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD), Khartourn, Sudan.
= Debbane Freves, Lebanon,
Unifert, Lebanon.
= Sleiman Agricultural Company, Lattakia, Syria.
= Agriculture Material Co./ Mekdady, P.O. Box 431, Amman | 1118, Jordan.

This section is designed to help ASPP members understand more
about the socicty sustaining members. Each issue features
different sustaining members and a completed list is presented
above.

® The International Center for Agriculture Research in the Dry

Areas (ICARDA), established in 1977, and is based at Aleppo, Syria.
It is one of 16 centers supported by the Consultative Group on
International  Agricultural  Research (CGIAR), which is  an
international group of representatives of donor agencies, eminent
agricultural scientists, and institutional administrators from developed
and developing countries who guide and support its work. ICARDA's
mission is 1o meet the challenge posed by a harsh, stressful and
variable environment in which the productivity of winter rain-fed
agricultural systems must be increased to higher sustainable levels. in
which soil degradation must be arrested and possibly reversed, and in
which the quality of the environment needs to be assured. ICARDA

meets this challenge through research, training and dissemination of

information in a mature partnership with the national agriculural
research  and  development  svstems. The Center has a world
responsibility for the improvement of barley. lentil and faba bean. and
a regional responsibility in West Asia and North Africa for the
improvement of wheat. chickpea, forage and pasture -with emphasis
on rangeland improvement and small ruminant management and
nutrition- and of the farming systems associated with these crops,

® The Arab Organization for Agricultural Development (AQAD) is

an organization of the Arab States League, which started its activities
in 1972 at Khartoum, Sudan. The establishment of AOAD have a
positive impact on Arab agricultural development and assisted Arab
states in up-grading its agriculture sector through surveys and
deplovment  of natural resources. training human resources,
conducting studies on agriculiural policies and guantified the existing
food gap and its causes. Consequently, AOAD did set programs
which will lead Arab staies to food self-sufficiency, developed a data
base for agricultural information, in addition to the formulation and
exccution of agricultural development projects. AQAD is composed
of six divisions; Food Security and Agricultural Integration, Projects
Formulation and  Implementation,  Training,  International
Cooperation, Natural Resources and the Environment, and Finance
and  Administration. AOAD also established an Arab Center for
Information, Documentation and Statistics and an Arab Center for
Agriculural Consultation and Studies. In the coming vears AOAD
activities will focus on (i) food security, (ii) development of natural
resources, environmental protection and combat desertification, (iii)
development of agriculiural technologies, (iv) agricultural integration
and global competitiveness, (v) agricultural information and statistics,
and (vi) training. Future planning also include increased efficiency in
programming and execution of work plans, increased activities in
each Arab  state, improved performance of AOAD  siall
harmonization  of  institutional  inter-departmental  linkages,
restructuring and reduction in operational costs,
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