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Table 1. Soft scale insects identification through field
surveys in Latakia and Quneitra governorates.
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Figure 1. (A, B) C. pseudomagnoliarum (female), (C) C.

pseudomagnoliarum (male), (D) forewing (female).
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Figure 2. General morphology of the adult female of C.

pseudomagnoliarum (%) on slide-mounted ventral view.
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Figure 3. Coccus pseudomagnoliarum, adult female (?): (A) three spiracular (stigmatic) setae, (B) marginal setae, (C) basal
part of the mouth parts with labrum, (D) antenna, (E) anal plate, (F) prevulvar setae, (G) ventral setae, (H) hindleg, (I) claw.
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Figure 5. Slide mounted general morphology of the adult
female of Saissetia oleae (female).
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Figure 6. Coccus pseudomagnoliarum, adult female: (A) Three spiracular (stigmatic) setae, (B) marginal setae, (C) antenna, (D)
skin, (E) dorsal setae, (F) anal plate, (G) apical setae, (H) premarginal ventral setae, (1) legs, (J) claw.
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Figure 8. Slide mounted general morphology of the adult

female of Sphaerolecanium prunastri (female) (ventral

view).
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Figure 7. (A) Sphaerolecanium prunastri (?), (B) juvenile
female, (C) male pupa, (D) (&) S. prunastri, (E) forewing of
Sphaerolecanium prunastri ().
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Figure 9. Sphaerolecanium prunastri, adult female. (A) marginal setae, (B) three spiracular (stigmatic) setae, (C) anal plates,
Preopercular pore, (D¢ G) long dorsal setae, (E, F) anal plate, (H) spiracle, (I) ventral setae, (J) antenna, (K) claw.
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Abstract

Saleh, A.T. and A.M. Basheer. 2024. Identification of Some Species of the Family Coccidae that Infest Fruit Orchards in
Syria. Arab Journal of Plant Protection, 42(2): 174-183. https://doi.org/10.22268/AJPP-001224

Soft scale insects are serious plant pests, are often small and highly cryptic. These pests are economically important in agriculture. Insect
samples and infested plant parts were collected during the period April to June 2016 and 2017 from three locations (Al-Sanobar, Daba, and
Jaba) and then brought to the Biological Control Studies and Research Center (BCSRC). The following soft scale insects of the order
Coccomorpha and family Coccidae were identified: Coccus pseudomagnoliarum Kuwana, in Al-Sanobar and Dabba in Lattakia governorate
in Java orange orchards, Saissetia oleae Olivier and C. pseudomagnoliarum Kuwana in Pomelo citrus tree in Daba locality, Sphaerolecanium
prunastri Fonscolombe at the third site Jaba, Quneitra governorate, in almond orchards, and to our knowledge is the first record in Syria.
Identification and characterization of the soft scale insects was based on microscopic characters of adult female using slide-mounted specimens.

Identification of pests is essential for the implementation of biological control programs.

Keywords: Coccidae, soft scale insects, Syria.
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